
History 4261.003 
History of the Present 

Fall 2020 
Tu Th 11:00-12:20, BLB 155 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. Todd Moye (he/him/his) 
   todd.moye@unt.edu 
  Mailbox in History Office, Wooten 225 

Zoom office hours (https://unt.zoom.us/j/3137660756):  
Tu & Th 1:00-2:30, and by appointment 

 
 

“If history were past, history wouldn’t matter. History is the present…. You and I are 
history. We carry our history. We act our history.”   

—James Baldwin1 
 
 
Course Description  
Do historical events, processes, and institutions from the past affect the ways that Americans 
live and think today? Surely we would all agree that they do in some way, but how? In this 
course we will try to find out. We usually study history by examining an event or process and 
asking the question “What happened next?” In this course we will take a different 
approach—you might even call it a “backward” approach—instead asking questions like:  
“Why is X like this?” 
“Why did this happen the way it did?” 
“What are the contributing factors for this event?”  
“In what context(s) did this take place?” 
“How far back do we have to go to explain this phenomenon?”  
“Who made the decisions that led to this event? How did they come to those decisions, and 
what other options did they have at the time?” 
 
My goal in this course is to introduce you to the ways historians think and to have you think 
historically for yourself—to do the work of a historian and the work of an archivist. By the 
end of the course you should have improved your historical thinking and critical thinking 
skills, your argumentative writing skills, and your ability to apply these skills in ways that are 
relevant to your life. We will also work on an archiving project together and individually to 
create original knowledge for the historians of the future. 
 
I have divided the semester into sections in which we will study the historical context of a 
present phenomenon or recent event: 9/11 and the War in Afghanistan, the political 
phenomenon of “Trumpism,” responses to pandemics in U.S. history, and the background 
of the #BlackLivesMatter movement. Throughout the course, and particularly in the last 
part of the semester, we as a class will work collaboratively to create an archive to help 

                                                 
1 James Baldwin and Margaret Mead, A Rap on Race (Japan: Lippincott, 1971), 188. 

https://unt.zoom.us/j/3137660756
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future researchers understand how the UNT community coped with the Covid-19 crisis in 
2020.  
 
Communication  
I will hold regular office hours over Zoom for at least three hours per week on a first-come, 
first-served basis (again, my office hours will be held over Zoom, 
https://unt.zoom.us/j/3137660756, Tu & Th 1:00-2:30), and I will also be happy to 
schedule an appointment with you at any time outside of regular office hours on which we 
can both agree. (What are office hours? Click to find out.) I encourage you to visit me in 
office hours to discuss any aspect of this course, or whatever else is on your mind. Office 
hours are free—or rather, you’ve already paid for them. Take advantage of them. If you have 
a question that’s easy to answer over email, please fire awy. I will do my best to respond 
immediately.  
 
I will also make periodic announcements (including, if necessary, changes to the course 
schedule) through the course’s Canvas site. If I ever need to contact you directly, I will send 
an email to your @my.unt.edu account. It is your responsibility to check that account 
regularly (or set it to forward to an account that you do check regularly) and to monitor the 
Canvas site. If you need to contact me, please email the address above. Of course, if we do 
have to meet remotely, it will become even more important for you to access Canvas and 
check your UNT email account daily.   
 
Readings 
Ernest R. May, The 9/11 Commission Report with Related Documents (Bedford/St. Martin, 2007; 
ISBN 9780312450991) is required. 
Glenda F. Gilmore and Thomas J. Sugrue, The United States: A Nation in the Making, 1890 to 
the Present, 2015; ISBN 9780393239522 is recommended but not required.   
 
I will make additional assigned readings available via Canvas. Please see the attached Course 
Schedule for weekly reading assignments.  
 
Assignments and Grades 
Your grade in the course will be determined as follows: 
Class participation   10% 
Response papers (3)  15% each 
Research project  5% digital item or document analysis 
    10% digital project analysis 
    15% contribution to archive  

15% final paper 
 
Response Paper Format: Your response papers will be relatively short (1,000-1,250 word) 
responses to prompts that force you to think critically and write persuasively about the 
assigned readings. For each paper assignment you will actually need to read and take notes 
on the assigned sources and think hard about the issues they raise even before you see the 
paper assignment. You will then need to focus your thinking on the questions I ask in the 
prompt and respond to them using clear, original, and persuasive arguments. (I’m sure I 
don’t have to tell you that if you wait until the last minute and throw something together, or 
if you attempt to b.s. your way through an assignment, or if you choose to answer questions 

https://unt.zoom.us/j/3137660756
https://vimeo.com/270014784
https://unt.instructure.com/
https://unt.instructure.com/
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other than the ones I ask in the prompt, you will not do well on a given assignment. Yes, 
grammar and spelling count.) Again, these assignments reward critical thinking and clear 
expression above all else.  
All papers should be typed, double-spaced, and formatted in a way that does not challenge 
my eyesight. You will receive rubrics and more detailed instructions for the response papers 
closer to their due dates. 
 
Research Project Format In lieu of a final examination, we will research and document the 
UNT community’s response to the Covid-19 crisis in the form of a digital archive, which we 
will then donate to UNT’s University Archive for preservation. This is your chance to create 
original primary sources, which we can anticipate scholars of the future will want to access 
when they try to make sense of the times we are living through. There are four components 
to this project: 

1) Visit the UNT University Archive’s online Covid-19 response collection and choose 
one digital item to analyze. Write a 2-page paper on the item’s historical significance 
and how it might be used to tell a larger story about this subject, due Sept. 15.  

2) Visit the Smithsonian Institution’s online exhibits. Choose one, analyze it, and write 
a 1,000-word exhibit analysis. What larger story do the exhibit curators tell here, and 
how did they use particular items to tell it? This paper is due Oct. 6. 

3) Find or create at least 5 digital items that help document the UNT community’s 
response to the Covid-19 crisis in an original way, and upload them to the digital 
archive using Keeper by Nov. 17.  

4) Finally, write a 1,250-1,500-word paper in which you sketch out the story you would 
tell to explain how our community has responded to the Covid-19 crisis, and how 
you would use your digital items to tell it. This paper is due Dec. 3.  

 
Your participation in classroom discussions, some of which will take the form of group 
work, will determine the remaining 10% of your grade in the course.  
 
Final grades are computed on a 100-point scale: 90.0 – 100 = A, 80.0 – 89.9 = B, etc. I do 
not “curve” grades as such, but I will take improvement into account when assigning final 
grades. 
 
Expectations 
The attached Course Schedule lists weekly reading assignments, which you should complete 
before the first class meeting of that week. Our classroom discussions will obviously be 
more fruitful if everyone has completed the week’s readings.  
 
Again, your grade depends in part upon your ability to participate meaningfully in class 
discussions. The practice of history is about making and supporting arguments, but I do 
expect you to remain civil and respect the opinions of your classmates during these 
dialogues.  
 
During a normal semester I say: I do not have an official attendance policy, but you 
absolutely cannot expect to do well in this course if you miss class often; at the very least 
your class participation grade will suffer. I do reserve the right to implement an attendance 
policy during the semester should absenteeism become a problem. This semester I say: if 
you feel at all unwell or have any COVID-19 symptoms, please stay home. We’ll figure out 

https://digital.library.unt.edu/search/?fq=str_title_serial:%22COVID-19%20Response%22
https://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/online
https://library.unt.edu/special-collections/keeper/
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a way for you to make up any classroom work you miss. Student parents (or caregivers) are 
welcome to bring children with them to class in the event of a childcare emergency, and do 
not need to request prior permission.  
 
I hope you will find that I work hard to prepare for class, make a point of arriving on time, 
do my best to return graded assignments promptly, treat my students with respect, and 
maintain a sense of humor. I ask no more or less than the same from you.  
 
Texas law and UNT regulations make it clear that if you hold a license to carry you have the 
right to carry a handgun on campus, including in this classroom and my office, and no 
matter how misguided and counter-productive I believe these regulations to be, there is 
nothing I can do about them. However, I happen to believe that the free exchange of ideas 
is not facilitated by the presence of guns on campus, so you can be sure that you will not 
have to worry about my carrying a concealed weapon in your presence. I would consider it a 
personal favor if you extend me the same courtesy.  
 
Please silence or turn your cell phone off before you enter the classroom, and please 
use laptops, tablets, and other devices for class purposes only.  
 
Academic Integrity 
I encourage you to become familiar with the University’s Student Academic Integrity Policy. 
The content of the Academic Integrity Policy applies to this course, and I refer all cases of 
cheating and plagiarism to the Office of Academic Integrity. If you do choose to cheat or 
plagiarize on a paper or exam you will fail the course.  
 
Recordings 
If you need to record a lecture or classroom discussion for any reason, you are welcome to 
do so. However, in the event that you do record a class meeting or I have to post one online, 
you should know that recordings are reserved for use only by students in this class for 
educational purposes. The recordings should not be shared outside the class in any form. 
Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and 
could lead to disciplinary action. 
 
Disability Statement 
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s 
specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid 
any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation 
for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 
 
Emergency Notification & Procedures 
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in 
the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety 
emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). Please ensure that you receive Eagle 

https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf
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Alerts via your chosen form of communication. In the event of a university closure, please 
refer to the class Canvas page for announcements and course materials.  
From the UNT Dean of Students 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other 
students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any 
instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to 
leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to 
consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The 
university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 
university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of 
Student Conduct can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu. 
 
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, and Assault  
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and 
sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. 
If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of 
aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that 
violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff 
members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling 
services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective 
orders, and more.  
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to 
help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: 
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0.  Renee LeClaire McNamara is UNT’s Student 
Advocate and she can be reached through e-mail at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling 
the Dean of Students’ office at 940-565-2648.  You are not alone.  We are here to help. 
 
COVID-19-Related Policies 

While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of 
the health and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about 
COVID-19. Please contact me if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable 
to attend class due to COVID-19 including symptoms, potential exposure, pending or 
positive test results, or if you have been given specific instructions to isolate or quarantine 
from a health care provider or a local authority. It is important that you communicate with 
me prior to being absent so I may make a decision about accommodating your request to be 
excused from class. 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, please seek medical attention from the 
Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health 
care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT also requires you to contact the UNT 
COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due 
to symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure. While attendance is an 
important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the 
community, is more important. 
 

http://www.deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0
http://SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
mailto:askSHWC@unt.edu
mailto:COVID@unt.edu
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The UNT fall schedule requires this course to have fully remote instruction beginning 
November 28th. Additional remote instruction may be necessary if community health 
conditions change or you need to self-isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19. Students will 
need access to a laptop, pc, or tablet with a webcam and microphone, along with reliable 
internet access, to participate in fully remote portions of the class. Click here to learn more 
about how to be successful in a remote learning environment.  
 
Face coverings are required in all UNT facilities. Students are expected to wear face 
coverings during this class. If you are unable to wear a face covering due to a disability, 
please contact the Office of Disability Access to request an accommodation. UNT face 
covering requirements are subject to change due to community health guidelines. Any 
changes will be communicated via the instructor. 

https://online.unt.edu/learn
https://online.unt.edu/learn
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Course Schedule 
(Subject to change on short notice) 

  
Week 1 (Aug 25-27)  Introduction 
Reading:  The course syllabus 

Andrews and Burke, “What Does it Mean to Think 
Historically?” Perspectives on History, Jan. 1, 2007 

 Caleb McDaniel, “How to Read for History”  
 Adam Popescu, “How Will We Remember the Pandemic? 

Museums Are Already Deciding” 
Assignment due Aug. 27: Subscribe to Dr. Heather Cox Richardson’s “Letters 

from an American” and/or follow this list of historians 
on Twitter. Consider: How can historians best provide 
context, historical thinking, and critical analysis to help us 
understand and navigate present challenges?  

 

 
Week 2 (Sep 1-3)  The Afghanistan War and the “War on Terror” 
Reading:  Tierney, “A Jabberwocky Peace in Afghanistan” The Atlantic 

Monthly, Jan. 31, 2009 
Schake, “How a Forever War Ends,” The Atlantic Monthly, Feb. 
11, 2019 
Goldberg, “The Obama Doctrine,” The Atlantic Monthly, April 
2016 
The Council on Foreign Relations, “The Bush 
Administration’s Doctrine of Preemption (and Prevention): 
When, How, Where?” Feb. 1, 2004 

 

 
Week 3 (Sep 8-10)  Research and Archiving Methods; The Road to 9/11 
Reading:  Society of American Archivists, “SAA Core Values Statement 

and Code of Ethics” 

Beazley, et al., “Archiving a Plague Year” Perspectives on History, 
June 29, 2020 
May, pp. vii-34 

 

 
Week 4 (Sep 15-17)  The U.S. in the Middle East and Afghanistan 
Reading:    May, pp. 35-189 
Assignment due Sept. 15: 2-pg. digital item analysis 
 

 
Week 5 (Sep 22-24)  Trumpism as a Political Phenomenon 
Reading:    The Trump Syllabus, v. 3.0 
Assignment due Sept. 22: Response Paper I 
 

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/january-2007/what-does-it-mean-to-think-historically
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/january-2007/what-does-it-mean-to-think-historically
http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/~wcm1/howtoread.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/arts/design/museums-covid-19-collecting.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/arts/design/museums-covid-19-collecting.html
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/
https://twitter.com/i/lists/1055996849759404032
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/01/us-needs-real-solution-before-leaving-afghanistan/581698/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/02/how-end-war-afghanistan/582310/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2016/04/the-obama-doctrine/471525/
http://www.cfr.org/world/bush-administrations-doctrine-preemption-prevention-/p6799
http://www.cfr.org/world/bush-administrations-doctrine-preemption-prevention-/p6799
http://www.cfr.org/world/bush-administrations-doctrine-preemption-prevention-/p6799
https://www2.archivists.org/statements/saa-core-values-statement-and-code-of-ethics
https://www2.archivists.org/statements/saa-core-values-statement-and-code-of-ethics
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/summer-2020/archiving-a-plague-year-building-a-crowdsourced-digital-archive-of-covid-19
https://www.publicbooks.org/trump-syllabus-3-0/
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Week 6 (Sep 29-Oct 1) Electing Trump; Trump and the Media 
Reading:  CNN Exit Polls: National, President (last updated November 

23, 2016) 
 Thomas B. Edsall, “The Democratic Coalition’s Epic 

Fail,” New York Times, November 10, 2016 
Pew Research, “Many Americans Believe Fake News Is 
Sowing Confusion,” December 15, 2016 
Patrick Radden Keefe, “How Mark Burnett Resurrected 
Donald Trump as an Icon of American Success,” The New 
Yorker, January 7, 2019 

    Spiro Agnew speech on “the liberal media.” Nov. 13. 2969 
Larry Light, “How did Republicans learn to hate the news 
media?” Columbia Journalism Review, November 14, 2018 

Listening:  “Xenophobia,” The Democracy in Danger Podcast #4 

“Huey Long vs. the media,” Throughline podcast  

 

 
Week 7 (Oct 6-8)  Trumpist Precedents in American Politics 
Reading:  David Remnick, “What Donald Trump Shares with Joseph 

McCarthy,” The New Yorker, May 17, 2020 
Louis Menand, “Joseph McCarthy and the Force of Political 
Falsehoods,” The New Yorker, August 3, 2020 
Baker, “A Half-Century After Wallace, Trump Echoes 
Politics of Division,” New York Times, July 30, 2020 
Stuart Stevens, “I Hope This is Not Another Lie About the 
Republican Party,” New York Times, July 29, 2020 

Assignment due Oct. 6: 5-page digital exhibit analysis  
 

 
Week 8 (Oct 13-15)  Pandemic! U.S. Responses to Public Health Crises 
Reading: Nichols, et al., “Reconsidering the 1918-19 Influenza 

Pandemic in the Age of COVID-19,” The Journal of the Gilded 
Age and Progressive Era, July 2020 
Heim, “America’s response to coronavirus pandemic is 
‘incomprehensibly incoherent,’ says historian 
who studied the 1918 flu” Washington Post, May 26, 2020 
The Influenza Archive: http://www.influenzaarchive.org/ 
 

Assignment due Oct. 13: Response Paper II 
 

 
Week 9 (Oct 20-22)  The 1918-19 Influenza Pandemic 
Reading: Barry and Dickerson, “The Killer Flu of 1918: A Philadelphia 

Story” New York Times, April 6, 2020 

http://www.cnn.com/election/results/exit-polls/national/president
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/10/opinion/presidential-small-ball.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/10/opinion/presidential-small-ball.html
http://www.journalism.org/2016/12/15/many-americans-believe-fake-news-is-sowing-confusion/
http://www.journalism.org/2016/12/15/many-americans-believe-fake-news-is-sowing-confusion/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/01/07/how-mark-burnett-resurrected-donald-trump-as-an-icon-of-american-success
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/01/07/how-mark-burnett-resurrected-donald-trump-as-an-icon-of-american-success
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y97l3n8pVP8
https://www.cjr.org/first_person/republicans-media.php
https://www.cjr.org/first_person/republicans-media.php
https://medialab.virginia.edu/xenophobia
https://www.npr.org/2019/07/30/746568840/huey-long-vs-the-media
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/05/25/what-donald-trump-shares-with-joseph-mccarthy
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/05/25/what-donald-trump-shares-with-joseph-mccarthy
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/08/03/joseph-mccarthy-and-the-force-of-political-falsehoods
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/08/03/joseph-mccarthy-and-the-force-of-political-falsehoods
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/us/politics/trump-wallace.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/us/politics/trump-wallace.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/opinion/trump-republican-party-racism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/opinion/trump-republican-party-racism.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-gilded-age-and-progressive-era/article/reconsidering-the-191819-influenza-pandemic-in-the-age-of-covid19/5E5A6456FF7A788BFD9927B534004895
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-the-gilded-age-and-progressive-era/article/reconsidering-the-191819-influenza-pandemic-in-the-age-of-covid19/5E5A6456FF7A788BFD9927B534004895
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/americas-response-to-coronavirus-pandemic-is-incomprehensibly-incoherent-says-historian-who-studied-the-1918-flu/2020/05/22/1906391a-7b53-11ea-b6ff-597f170df8f8_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/americas-response-to-coronavirus-pandemic-is-incomprehensibly-incoherent-says-historian-who-studied-the-1918-flu/2020/05/22/1906391a-7b53-11ea-b6ff-597f170df8f8_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/americas-response-to-coronavirus-pandemic-is-incomprehensibly-incoherent-says-historian-who-studied-the-1918-flu/2020/05/22/1906391a-7b53-11ea-b6ff-597f170df8f8_story.html
http://www.influenzaarchive.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/04/us/coronavirus-spanish-flu-philadelphia-pennsylvania.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/04/us/coronavirus-spanish-flu-philadelphia-pennsylvania.html
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 Godoy, “Flattening a Pandemic’s Curve: Why Staying Home 
Now Can Save Lives” National Public Radio, March 13, 
2020 

 Hauser, “The Mask Slackers of 1918,” New York Times, 
August 3, 2020 

Listening: Backstory podcast #0230 “Forgotten Flu” 
 

 
Week 10 (Oct 27-29)  #BlackLivesMatter 
Reading: Cobb, “The Matter of Black Lives” The New Yorker, March 

14, 2016 
Assignment due Oct. 29:  Response Paper III  
 

 
Week 11 (Nov 3-5)  Histories of Black Protest 
Reading:   TBA 
 

 
Week 12 (Nov 10-12) Individual research 
 

 
Week 13 (Nov 17-19)  Student presentations   
Assignment due Nov. 17: Upload digital items to Keeper 
 

 
Week 14 (Nov 24) Wrap-up  
 

 
 
 
Final papers due Tuesday, December 1, 12:30 p.m. 
 
 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/13/815502262/flattening-a-pandemics-curve-why-staying-home-now-can-save-lives
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/13/815502262/flattening-a-pandemics-curve-why-staying-home-now-can-save-lives
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/03/us/mask-protests-1918.html
https://www.backstoryradio.org/shows/flu/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/03/14/where-is-black-lives-matter-headed

